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Construction has recently started on a 
Veterans Memorial Pavilion at the south 
end of Kirkpatrick Memorial Park.  When 
finished, the project will include an 
amphitheater and five stations 
honoring five branches of the military.  
The project has been made possible by 
many generous donations and fund-
raising work by the Veterans Memorial 
Steering Committee and the Lexington 
Community Foundation.  The goal is to 
have the project completed in time for a 
grand opening on Memorial Day 
weekend 2023. 

Work Begins on Veterans Pavilion Work Begins on Veterans Pavilion 
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Gift of Trees Partnership Gift of Trees Partnership 

In honor of 50 years of Nebraska Natural Resource Districts 
(NRDs) and Arbor Day’s 150th anniversary, the Central 
Platte NRD and the Nebraska City Tourism and Commerce 
are partnering to gift a tree to counties throughout the 
District.  As part of this Gift of Trees Program, the NRD and 
partners will plant the following five trees on Friday, 
October 21:  
 
Dawson County: Sterling Linden at Lexington 

City Hall  (southwest side) 
Buffalo County: Bur Oak at Cottonmill Park 

in Kearney  
Hall County: Matador Maples at Stolley 

Park, and the CPNRD Office 
in Grand Island  

Merrick County: Bur Oak at Merrick County 
Courthouse in Central City  

 
At each tree planting, representatives 
from the Nebraska City Tourism, Grimm 
Gardens, and Central Platte NRD will 
present a history of Arbor Day, the 
benefits of planting trees, tree mainten-
ance tips and the importance of the NRD 
system and its history.  Members of 
Lexington’s Tree Board will also be on 
hand. 
 
The public is invited to attend these 
plantings and receive free professional 
tree-planting instruction.  Watch for 
information on the City of Lexington 
website and Facebook page, and the 
Central Platte NRD’s Facebook and 
Twitter pages. 
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ATTENTION DOG OWNERS 

 
 
As you and your 

dog are out 
walking in your 
neighbor-hoods, in 
the City’s parks or 

on the trails, please 
remember to clean 
up after your dog.   
 

A simple plastic bag slipped over your hand 
like a glove makes an efficient and clean pick
-up tool.  Picking up is just part of having a 
dog.  It may seem silly at first, but people 

who see you do it will know any mess left 
behind is NOT from your dog.  Picking up 
shows pride in your community, in yourself, 
and in your dog.  You’ll set a great example 

for others, and will help create a positive 
image for dogs and their owners. 
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EnergyWise Tip:   In Hot Water EnergyWise Tip:   In Hot Water 

by NPPD Energy Efficiency 
Program Manager Cory 
Fuehrer  
 
Getting into hot water can 
cost you a lot of money.  
Parents of some teenagers 
would definitely agree. 
 
No, I’m not referring 
to attorney fees, fines 
and increased 
insurance premiums 
that might be 
associated with some 
rogue or wayward 
youths.  I’m talking 
about those parents 
with additional water 
heating costs due to 
an adolescent who 
“camps out” in the 
shower until the 
water heater yields 
“lukewarm” at best.  
To make matters 
worse, these kids 
often beat others in 
the household to the 
first shower. 
 
One approach to addressing 
this problem might be to 
enroll the young “merman” 
or “mermaid” in some type of 
remedial hygiene course.  
Unfortu-nately, this tactic 
doesn’t begin to address the 
financial impact of relying on 
a conventional water heater 
to meet home water heating 
needs.  This is especially true 
for parents who secretly 

indulge in prolonged hot 
showers themselves.  In these 
situations, a heat pump water 
heater (HPWH) should definitely 
be considered. 
 
Don’t feel your home fits this 
profile?  Here are a few other 

reasons a HPWH, 
which is also known 
as a hybrid water 
heater, might be just 
what you need: 
• Though HPWHs 
cost about $1,000 
more than traditional 
storage tank water 
heaters, energy 
savings often pay for 
the difference in two 
to five years. 
 
• The majority of 
conventional tank 
water heaters come 
with a six-year 
warranty. HPWHs 
commonly offer a 10-
year warranty. 

• Self-contained HPWHs often 
assist with managing 
summertime humidity in the 
home.  

• Unlike natural gas and 
propane water heaters that 
burn fuel inside your home 
and require venting, HPWHs 
use electricity and no venting 
is needed.  Accordingly, 
selecting all-electric over 
combustion-based appliances 
reduces reliance on carbon 
monoxide detectors. 

• In hybrid mode, HPWHs 
heat water faster than 
standard electric hot water 
heaters. 

• By leveraging the 
efficiency of heat pump 
technology, carbon 
emissions are reduced by 
up to 75%. 

• Lexington Utilities System 
offers EnergyWise

SM
 heat 

pump water heater 
incentives up to $650. 

 
According to ENERGY 
STAR

®
, the average family of 

four saves approximately 
$350 per year on their 
electric bills when using a 
HPWH compared to a 
standard water heater.  
Furthermore, if all U.S.-
purchased residential electric 
water heaters under 55 
gallons were ENERGY STAR

®

-certified HPWHs, the energy 
cost savings would be 
almost $12 billion a year. In 
addition, annual greenhouse 
gas emissions would be 
reduced by 140 billion 
pounds, which is equivalent 
to emissions from more than 
13 million vehicles.  To find 
out more about whether an 
ENERGY STAR

®
-certified 

HPWH is right for you, visit: 
https://www.energystar.gov/
products/energy_star_home_ 
upgrade/super_efficient_ 
water_heater 
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 (continues on next page) 
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If you suspect your water heater is 
more than 10 years old, it is time to 
consider replacing it before you’re 
left with an emergency decision.  
With most water heaters installed 
in utility rooms, it’s easy to 
overlook your water heater’s 
condition.  Visible corrosion, 
leaking water, rusty hot water, 
reduced hot water availability and 
rumbling noises are familiar signs 
of impending failure. 
 
In addition to HPWH incentives, 
Lexington Utilities System, in 
partnership with Nebraska Public 
Power District, offers a variety of 
EnergyWise

SM
 incentives to help 

you make the most of the energy 
you use. To find out more, contact 
Lexington Utilities System or visit: 
www.nppd.com. 

 (continued from previous page) 

In Hot Water In Hot Water 

The City is not installing purple street lights, 
however, some existing street lights have turned 
purple.  It turns out this is happening nationwide, 
with lights supplied by multiple vendors. 
  
According to Nebraska Public Power District’s 
Cory Fuehrer, the luminaires employ red, green 
and blue light-producing elements, and the 
green components may be losing power over 
time.  “When properly blended, the chips will 
produce white-appearing light.  Cut back on the 
green output and you get purple.” 
 
The manufacturer of Lexington’s lights will 
replace the defective lights, and the City will 
install units when the new ones are received. 

Purple Lights Mystery Purple Lights Mystery 
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Like us on Facebook! 
Get the latest scoops about what’s 

going on in Lexington! 

Facebook users: be sure to search for “City of 
Lexington, Nebraska” (not to be confused 
with the generic page the Facebook folks 
created).  Only our official page gives you 

the latest news and updates. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/City-of-

Lexington-Nebraska/157277430966096 
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Library 

News 

Library 

News 

907 N Washington       
(308) 324-2151 

by Jennifer Norton 
Library Director 
 

Library Hours 
Mon-Thur:  9 am - 8 pm 
Fri & Sat:  9 am - 5 pm 

Sunday:  CLOSED 

Art 
Workshops for 
3rd through 
6th grade 
students will be 
held every 

Saturday in October from 9 
a.m.—12 p.m. Volunteers from 
the Cozad Art Club will be 
instructing each group on a 
different art technique.  
Registration is required as 
space is limited.  (See the flier 
on the following page.) 
 
Booked for 
Lunch is 
back! Join us 
for a light 
lunch and a 
fun program 
on the 2nd 
Thursday of 
the month.  
(Oct. 13 &  
Nov. 10) at 11:30 a.m.  Please 
pre-register with the library 
308-324-2151.  Bernita Brin 

will share her ‘Adventures in 
Quilting’ in October and Barb 
Batie will be here in 
November to share stories of 
her experiences as a journalist 

and free-lance writer. 
 
Don’t miss 
out on the 

Family Fall 
Festival 
being held 
Monday, 
October 17.  

This family-friendly event will 
feature fun activities including 
pumpkin painting, a scarecrow 
dress-up contest, hayrack rides, 
petting zoo with Jet the 
miniature horse, a bake sale, 
games, and crafts. Free chili 
and other goodies will be 
provided by the Friends of the 
Library and the Mommies 
Club.  (See the flier attached to 
this newsletter.) 
 
FYI: the Lexington Public 
Library offers outreach 
programs to Ridgeway Senior 
Living.  Weekly read-aloud 
programs are held at the 
senior facility every Wednesday 
at 3 p.m.  Novels, short stories, 
fables, and other stories are 
shared with residents.  A  
monthly “virtual vacation”  
(DVD) is offered to residents in 

“A children's story that can only be enjoyed by children is not a good  
children's story in the slightest.”   - C.S. Lewis 

Like us 
on 

Facebook 

the dining room.  Segments 
featuring music, history, 
travel, are part of the 
Sentimental Reflections 
DVD series shared each 
month. 
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801 West Vine St. 

308-324-5995 

Mon.  - Fri. 

8 a.m.  - 4 p.m. 
 

801 West Vine St. 

308-324-5995 

Mon.  - Fri. 

8 a.m.  - 4 p.m. 
 

SUMMER  SATURDAYS  

(May - October): 
The Service Building is open 

the third Saturday of the month 

8 a.m.  - 12 p.m 
 

 

● dispose of furniture, appliances, pallets, and 

other large items (small fee may apply) 

● recycle paper, plastic, and cardboard  

● pick up free wood chips or compost  
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407 East 6th Street 

GGC Happenings GGC Happenings 
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⚫ Veteran Pavilion, Kirkpatrick Memorial Park 
 

⚫ Splash Pad, Oak Park 
 

⚫ Lexington Racquet Center, Plum Creek Park 
 

⚫ Lexington Family Aquatic Center 
 

⚫ Grand Generation Center 
 

⚫ Lexington Public Library/Friends of the Library 
 

⚫ Lexington Parks & Trails 
 

⚫ Trail of Lights, Kirkpatrick Memorial Park 

Thank You for Supporting 

These Give Big Lex Projects 



   

   

City Offices:                     406 E 7th Street                      Lexington, NE  68850                         308-324-2341  

October 2022 11 



   

   

City Offices:                     406 E 7th Street                      Lexington, NE  68850                         308-324-2341  

October 2022 12 

Jesse Rios Jesse Rios Leon Friedrichsen Leon Friedrichsen 
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